BOLLINGTON  DljBAN  DIST^T. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE  YEAH  1894, 

Read  at  a Meeting  of  the  Bollington  District 
Council,  held  on  7th  Rehruary,  1895,  . 


W.  Stubbs,  Printer,  iMarket  Place,  Bollington. 


To  the  Chairinaii  and  .Members 


ollingtoq 


OF  THE 


louricil. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I ag-ain  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of 
3’our  District  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1894. 

This  small  Urban  Sanitary  District  forms  only  part  of  the  Township  of 
Bollington,  the  remaining  part  (797  acres,  and  having  a population  of 
1,432)  till  recently  formed  a portion  of  the  Macclesfield  Rural  Sanitary 
District.  At  the  census  of  1871  the  Bollington  Local  Board  District, 
together  with  that  of  Bollington  Cross  and  Kerridge  combined,  contained 
a population  of  5,038,  which  in  1891  had  risen  to  5,335,  an  increase  of  only 
297  in  twenty  years.  The  Local  Board  District  itself  showed  a fair 
increase  in  the  first  ten  years  of  that  period,  viz.,  from  3,666  in  1871  to 
3,963  in  1881,  but  a decrease  in  the  second  decade,  viz.,  from  3,963  in  1881 
to  3,903  in  1891.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  have  risen  to  any  appreciable 
extent  since  then  ; which  may  therefore  be  taken  as  the  population  in 
1894.  The  passing  of  the  Parish  Councils  Act  appeared  to  afford  an 
opportunity  for  putting  an  end  to  this  stagnation,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of 
Bollington  to  agree  to  amalgamation  for  the  better  and  more  economical 
government  of  both.  This,  however,  was  unsuccessful,  the  rural  portion 
preferring  to  set  up  a Parish  Council  of  its  own,  though  possessing  neither 
drainage,  water  supply,  nor  lighting.  It  consists  of  twelve  elected 
members,  presided  over  by  a non-elected  chairman,  and  is  called  the 
Kerridge  Parish  Council.  The  rateable  value  of  the  undivided  town- 
ship of  Bollington  being  about  ;^15,500  w'ould  have  made  it  possible  to 
have  carried  out  certain  necessary  improvements  in  a progessive  manner 
which  I fear  neither  will  be  able  to  effect  single  handed. 

During  1894  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Urban  District  was 
109,  and  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was  57,  both  numbers  being 
exactly  the  same  as  those  recorded  in  1893.  The  general  death-rate  (14-6 
per  1,000)  was  considerably  below  the  mean  rates  of  the  last  ten  years, 
although  the  zymotic  death  rate  was  rather  excessive.  Seven  deaths 
were  certified  as  due  to  scarlatina,  and  one  to  erysipelas.  There  were  also 
eight  deaths  from  phthisis,  seven  from  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  and  four 
from  heart  disease,  the  other  causes  of  death,  including  one  from  injuries, 
will  be  found  on  pages  6 and  7. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— No  less  than  69  cases  of 
dangerous  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  your  Authority,  viz.,  59 
scarlatina,  8 erysipelas,  1 typhoid  fever,  and  1 puerperal  fever. 

Scarlatina. — Scarlet  fever  was  present  in  the  district  from  January 
to  September,  during  which  period  59  cases  were  reported,  35  in  the 
^eastern  and  24  in  the  western  portions.  The  first  case,  a mild  one, 
occurred  on  the  19th  January,  1894,  in  Queen-street,  the  next  on  the 
12th  February,  in  Park-street.  Early  in  March,  however,  a number  of 
fresh  cases  appeared,  all,  except  one,  being  in  the  eastern  part,  till  by  the 
end  of  the  month  18  cases  had  occurred,  three  of  which  ended  fatally. 
The  disease  by  this  time  having  assumed  an  epidemic  character,  and 
there  being  no  isolation  hospital  in  or  near  the  district,  and  being 
especially  rife  amongst  school  children,  it  was  thought  best  to  close  the 
elementary  schools  for  a month.  This  had  evidently  a beneficial  effect  in 
checking  its  spread,  as  there  was  only  one  case  during  the  whole  of  April 
But  it  was  unfortunately  only  a brief  respite,  and  came  to  an  end  on 
the  27th  May,  between  which  date  and  June  7th  no  less  than  12  new  cases 
were  notified,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  western  part  of  the  district. 
Referring  to  this  renewed  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  on  June  5th,  1894,  I 
reported  to  your  Authority  in  these  words  : “ The  source  of  infection 
would  seem  to  have  been  in  that  portion  of  Bollington  Cross  w'hich  is  in 
the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Macclesfield  Union.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  that  an  invasion  of  this  nature  should  take  place  from  a part 
of  the  township  of  Bollington  over  which  the  Board  has  no  control,  at  a 
time,  too,  when  the  rest  of  the  District  is  becoming  free  from  the  disease, 
and  affords  a striking  example  of  the  urgent  necessity  that  exists  for 
placing  the  w-hole  township  under  one  Sanitary  Authority.”  Further 
cases  of  this  disease  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  until  the  18th  of  September.  During  this  epidemic  I again  felt 
the  need  of  an  apparatus  for  disinfecting  bedding,  &:c.,  although  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  distributed  disinfectants  liberally  in  all  cases,  and 
otherwise  carried  out  my  instructions  with  regard  to  fumigation,  &c. 

Erysipelas. — Eight  cases  were  reported,  and  there  was  one  death, 
that  of  an  infant  at  Lower  Houses  ; another  non-fatal  case  of  an  infant 
occurred  in  a house  in  Princess-street,  w'here  there  had  been  scarlet  fever. 
In  several  cases  w'here  erysipelas  occurred,  inclusive  of  the  above,  the 
premises  were  found,  on  inspection,  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition. 
Disinfectants  were  supplied  in  every  case. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.— One  case  only  reported  in  Henshall 
Road,  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced,  but  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  badly  drained.  The  patient  recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  only  reported  in  Palmerston -street. 
The  patient,  who  had  had  twdns,  recovered  after  a long  and  dangerous 
illness. 

Smallpox. — An  outbreak  of  this  disease,  of  a modified  type,  took 
place  in  a semi-detached  house  at  Cow  Lane,  Kerridge,  Bollington, 
just  outside  the  Urban  District,  in  July.  As  several  of  the  inmates 
left  the  house  in  question,  in  order  to  escape  infection,  and  took 
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refuge  in  Park-street,  wliich  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District,  and 
fearing  lest  these  might  have  come  in  contact  with  the  disease,  or  in 
some  other  way  should  become  the  medium  for  its  extension,  I at  once 
took  steps  to  have  them  re-vaccinated  and  the  family  carefully  watched. 
In  this  way  the  disease  was  kept  out  of  the  Urban  District  entirely, 
though  it  continued  for  some  time  in  Cow  Lane.  A special  report 
was  made  concerning  this  outbreak  at  the  time,  and  referred  to  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Inquests. — Two  inejuests  were  held,  first,  that  of  an  old  woman  whose 
death  was  said  to  be  due  to  accidental  injury,  the  otlier  being  that  of  a 
woman,  mother  of  a large  family,  whose  death  took  place  soon  after 
childbirth,  having  had  no  medical  attendance,  was  certified  as  due  to 
exhaustion. 

Hospital  Accomodation. — During  the  late  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever 
there  were  many  patients  who  could  not  be  properly  housed  and  isolated 
at  home,  where  they  remained  as  sources  of  infection  to  their  families  and 
neighbours.  If  there  had  been  an  infectious  diseases  hospital  near  at 
hand  to  which  they  might  have  been  sent,  I believe  that  the  outbreak 
would  have  been  materially  lessened,  and  perhaps  some  lives  saved.  I have 
already  intimated  that  the  Urban  District  is  liable  to  be  fed  by  zyomtic 
diseases  imported  from  the  Kerridge  District.  I would  suggest  therefore 
that  the  proper  course  would  be  to  construct  a Joint  Hospital  for  the  use 
of  patients  drawn  from  both  Kerridge  and  Bollington.  I look  upon  this 
as  a matter  of  urgency,  which  would  be  far  better  undertaken  at  a time 
like  the  present,  when  zymotic  disease  is  absent,  than  if  done  hurriedly 
in  a period  of  panic.  The  council  will  perhaps  remember  that  on  the  4th  of 
January  of  last  year,  Mr.  Leighton,  who  was  then  a member  of  the 
Local  Board,  spoke  very  strongly  in  favour  of  an  isolation  hospital  ; other 
members,  including  Mr.  A.  J.  King,  have  also  advocated  the  same  thing. 
Indeed  it  is  now  generally  considered  that  notification  is  not  of  much 
use  without  one. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALLEN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.S.A.,  L.M.,  cYc. 

Bollington, 

24th  January,  1895. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  the  NUMBER  of  DEATHS  from  the  Principal  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES, 
and  their  proportion  to  other  Diseases,  in  10  years  (from  1885  to  1894  inclusive). 
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To  the  Urban  District  Councillors. 


Bollington,  Feb.  4th,  1895. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Duiing  the  year  1894  I have  carefully  examined  35  lots  of  property, 
representing  a large  number  of  dwellings,  where  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  found  to  be  more  or  less  defective.  These  were  reported  upon  at  the 
• time  to  your  authority,  and  in  some  instances,  especially  where  sickness 
existed,  I Served  notices  to  the  owners  for  the  immediate  removal  of  all 
nuisances  which  were  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inmates. 
They  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  defective  drains,  slopstone  pipes 
connected  with  drains,  defective  closets,  wet  ashpits  or  privy  middens,  yards 
unpaved  or  badly  flagged,  and  accumulations  of  rubbish,  &c.  The 
majority  of  these  have  been  remedied,  buildings  improved  or  repaired,  and 
other  nuisances  abated. 

I have  supervised  the  emptying  of  ashpits  and  removal  of  excreta.  The 
number  of  loads  taken  away  during  the  year  by  farmers  was  602,  and  by 
Mr.  William  Challener  43. 

I have  inspected  the  dairies  and  milk  shops,  and  at  one  of  the  former, 
situated  in  Long-lane,  there  is  no  proper  drainage  or  yard  paving,  and  the 
shippons  .are  in  a bad  state.  I have  examined  the  slaughter-houses  and 
found  them  fairly  good ; they  are  still  unlicensed.  I have  personally 
disinfected  with  sulphur  fumes,  by  direction  of  your  Medical  Officer,  39 
houses  where  there  had  been  infectious  diseases,  having  previously  distri- 
buted disinfectants  freely  in  all  such  cases. 

I remain,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  ALLEN, 


Nuisance  Inspector. 


